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URRENT NEWS.

The Treasury resiined specie payments
on January 1 with a soin balance of $224,-

000,000—§200,000,%00 i gold and $26,000,000

In silver.

S The public debt s{atement published Jan.
SHOWS an inereass in the debt during the
wreceding month uf §1,209,7%5. Total coin
~~0ds outstanding, $1,509,812,850; total debt,
$2,267,702,3465; total intorest, $34,841,708;
cash in Troasury, coin, $294,505,477; total,
" including eurmency and spocial deposits,
$200,806,027; debt, less cash in Tressury,
8,028,048,111. /

Gen. Sheriday has published another let-
ter to Seeretarf Schurz on the Indisn ques-
tion, and Mr. Bohurz is annouvced as have
ing his rejoindar in course of preparation.

A package chntaining $10,000 in currency
was stolen frogn the safe of the Government
Printing Officg in Washington on the 2d.
The money WS Intended for the payment
:-f ;:Pm The thief made good his es-

The Government Directors of the Union
Pacific Rallroad huve submitted their annu-
al report te thy Speretary of the Interior.
They believe thyg, in view of its success as »
commercial enteérprise, it should be submit-
ted to a8 severe  tests as any railway in the
country. Its réad.bed is not what it should
be, for the reaspn that the stockholders and
managers have ahsorbed as dividends the
moneys which ought to have been expended
in substituting steel rails for the worn-out
iron ones thaf now disfigure its track. An
amalgamatiof of the road with its connect-
ing branch [jines is not deemed desirable,
and the pulfjc fnterest would be better se-
cured were fhe companies compelled to ar-
bitrate the €xisting differcnces relative to
pro-rating. -

Charles '}nuh Adams, Jr., has resigned
his yosition ag Government Director of the
Union Pacific;Raiiroad, for the reason as ex-
pressed in his . Jetter of resignation that an

officer who reRresents the Government in a
quasi-judicial spasition should not be de-
pendent Upon Lhe railroad eompany for his

com| as is provided by the law
creating the §ffice,

Capitol at Lansing, Mich.
dedicated on the 1st.
Orleans branch of the Yellow

' Henry G. Smith, & well known citi-
zen of Memphis, dropped dead on the night
of the, Jist, after returning home from a
public mesting.

Thomas 8. Wallace, of the Third
ywome time since left Fort Missoula,
by o1t & hunting expedition, and, as
‘Bas sinee been heard of him, he is

Aupposed to bave been drowned. Lieut
 Whallace was a brave and successful Indian
fighter.

Judge Charles T. Sherman, formerly
United States Judge of the Cleveland (0.)
District, died suddenly on New Year's
morning. He was a brother of Secretary
and Gen. Sherman,

At Curtisville, Mercer County, Ky., the
other day, Mrs. Dickerson, in attempting to
aid afire which she had kindied, seized a
keg contalning some blasting-powder and
threw a handful on the fire. The flash
reached the keg, and a tremendous explo-
sion followed, enveloping her in o sheet of
flame. She was so badly burned that she
soon died, and three of her children were al-
#o badly injured, two fatally.

A team erossing on the ice between Rich-
mond and Melbourne, Ind., on New Year's
eve, broke through and was carried under
by the rapid curremt. The oceupants,
Messrs. Rowe and Kemp, of Kingsburg, and
Mrs. Sadler,of Molbourne,all were drownod.

The Potter Sub-Committee met at New
Orleans on the 31st and resumed the taking
of testimony relating to the election of
1876.

By the blowing up of three of the 12 boil-
ers in Hulman & Fairbanks’ distillery, at
Terre-Haute, Ind., on the 1st, Franklin
Hughes, s white boy, aged 19, and Wm.
Day, colored, were instantly killed, and two
other employees seriously injured.

A commission appointed by the Legisla-
ture of Oregon, to investigate the books and
papers connected with the State Depart-
ment, repert that funds amounting to $97,-
000 have eithor been unaccounted for or
pald out without t of law. The re-
port is very severe Governor Grover,
placing upon him the responsibility for a
large share of the deficit.

Dempster Hall, at Evanston, Ill., s hranch
of Evanston University, burbed to the
ground en the night of the 2d. Loss, $30,000;
insurance, $3,000.

The First Presbyterian Church at Quiney,
1L, just completed at a cost of $00,M0, was
destroyed by fire on the night of the 2d. The
fire originated from the furnace. Insured
for $20,000.

Gen. Banning, Member of Congress from
Cincinnati, is announeed as a candidate for
the Democratic pemination for Governor of
Ohio.

The house of Robert Baine, on Brandy
Creek River, Ont., was destroyed by fire on
the 2d,and two younyg children, left alone in
the house, were burned to death,

At Santa Barbara, Cal., on the2d, & hurri-
cano tore a pathway through several blocks
of bulldings and killed one man, Wm. Goss,

Goen. James A, Garfleld made an address
before the Chicago * Honest Money League'
on the evening of the 2d, upon the occasion
of their celebrating the return of the coun-
try to spocie payments.

Ten prisoners attempted on the 2d to es-
eape from the stone-cutters’ yard of the
Towa Penitentiary at Anamosa. The guards
fired upon them, killing one, fatally wound-
ing another, and breaking the legs of two
more, Only one of the whole number sue-
ceeded in getting ofl,

The Second Baptist Church, corner of
Beaumontand Locust Streets, 8t. Louls, just
eompleted ot acost of about F150,000, was
destroyed by fire on the 3d. Insurance about
$100,000. Origin of fire unknown.

The Potler Sub-Committee closed its ses-
sion in New Orleans after taking some un-
important testimony. Secretary Sherman's
counsel was called npon to furnisly <ertain
evidenee, but declined to do so, upon the
ground that his witnesses would be ruined
by the mere fact of their appearance before
the Committee.

It Is reported that the Atchison, Topekn
and Santa Fo Rallroad Company has pur-
chased the Denver and South Park Rallroad,
and agree to complete it to Leadville by the
1st of August.

Near Nicholasville, Ky., on the night of the
2d, a colored man and his H-year-old child
were burned to death, on sccount of his
baving attempted to kindle the fire with
coal ofl.

The Honore Block, on Dearborn and Ad-
ams Streets, Chicago, was burned on the af-

ternoon of the 4th. The building was oec- \

cupled by the Chicago Post-office, the Chi-
ecago and Alten Railrond General Offlees,
Gen. Sherfdan's Headquarters, and a large
pumber of law and other offices,
The building was one of the [(finest
in Chicago, and was erected in 1572 by H.
11. Monore al & cost of 500,000, on the site
of a similar structure which was destroyved
hy the great fire of 1871, The actaal pres-
ent value of the building was estimated at
about $400,000, oo which there was an in-

surance of about $£250,000, divided among
some 50 different companies. A number of
| the oecupants of the upper floors were forced
| to make their escape from the burning
| building by sliding down a rope. It is not
|I believed that any lives were lost. The mail

matter and valuables belonging to the Post-

oftice were « | saved, with the exception of
| some bags of newspapers in the cellar. The
| bullding was well supplied with fire-proof
vaults, and it is believed that most of the
tenants saved their more valuable books
and papers. The Connecticut Mutual Life
Tasurance Company were the ownors of the
building, having foreclosed a mortgage on
it for some §200,000 at the time Honore went
into bankruptey.

The Rankin House and 13 stores at Colum-
bus, Ga., were burned on the 4th. Loss
about $£70,000; insurance, $22,000.

At Beckyille, Ind., on the morning of the
4th, two young chiidren of s man named
Nolan were found frozen to death in hed.

It is reported that four tramps were frozen
to death at Glasgow Junction, Ky., on the
night of the 3d.

The works of the St. Louls Beef Canning
Company,on Poplar and Fourteenth Streets,
wore partially burned on the hight of the
Gth. Loss mearly $100,000; fully insured.

The wholesale boot and shoe house of
Appleton, Noyes & Co., 8t. Louis, suspend-
ed on the 6th. The failure is said to be due
to complications arising out of the death of
a special partner, and the assets of the house
are declared to be In excess of the labilittes.

The Nevada Legislature met on the 6th
and organized by electing the Republican
eaucus nominees in beth houses,

Tho Louisiana Legislature met on the Gih,

The Tennossee Legislature met on the 6th.

The Nebraska Legislature met on the Tth.

“ Dutch Charley * was hanged at Carhon,
Wy. T.,on the 5Hth, by a gang of masked
men. He was a notorious stage robber and
also sccused of murder.

EAST AND SOUTHEAST.

The warehouses of the Union Cotton

Press Company, at Charleston, 8. C., con-
taining 10,121 bales of cotton, were destroy-
ed by fire, together with their entire com-
tents, on the moroing of the 1st, Total loss«
es about $075,000, nearly covered by insur-
ance.
At South Byfield, Mass., John H. Cald-
well,aged 45, while kneeling in famlily prayer,
was instantly killed by his insane wife, who
split his head open with an ax.

Robert W. Mackey, ex-State Treasuror of
Pennsylvania, died at Philadelpbia on the
1st.

The Erie Railway has completed its third
rail from Jersey City to Buffalo, and is now
running both narrow and wide gauge trains
the entire distance.

The banking-house of Bennett & Co., at
Wilkesbarre, I"a., has suspended.

Hon. Caleb Cushing died on the night of
the 1st, at his home In Newburyport, Mass,,
from an affection of the stomach. He was
in the T0th year of his age, and was distin-
guished as a lawyer, an author and a poli-
tician. He was President of the Charleston
Democratie National Conventlion in 1880,
and also of the Baltimore Convention.
About 100 delegates of the Greenback par-
ty from the New England States met in
Convention at Boston on the 2d. Wendell
Phillips was the principal speaker. The
name of the Greenback-Labor Party of New
Engiand was adopted, and a resolution
passed declaring the substitution of green-
backs for National bank bills the parmmount
Issue now before the people.

The Malne Legislature, on the 3d, elected
Alonzo Gareelon, Democrat, for Governor,
there having been no cholee of State officers
at the recent election. The Republican
Senators all voted for &arcelon, In
order to defeat Smith, the Green-
back eandidate. The other State
officers chosen were agreed upon by =
Demoeratic-Greenback eancus, as follows:
Secretary of State—Edward H, Gove; State

Treasurer—Chas, A. White; Attornev-Gen-

eral—Wm. A. MeClellan; Adjutant-Gen-
eral—Samuel D. Leavit.

The house of Benjamin Neal,at Walpole,
Mass., was burned on the 4th, and Mrs, Neal
perished in the flames.

The Academy of the Holy Angels, a Cath-
olic edueational institution at Buffalo, N.Y.,
was burned on the $th. Loss, $0,000; in-
surance, $25,000. :
The New York Legislature met on the Tth.
Morton Michsel, proprietor of the North
American and ex-Mayor of TPhiladelphin,
died on the Oth.

FOREIGN,

A Berlin dispateh says that Deputy Most
has been sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment, * for Insulting religion.”

A Japanese steamer, running beltween
Ommha and Diva, was recently destroyed by
the explosion of some gunpowder in the car-
go. Eighty-thiree persons were drowned.
By the bursting of a 38-ton gun on the
British man-of-war Thunderer,during prac-
tice, the vessel’s turret was destroyed and
seven men killed and 40 wounded.

The Emperor William, at his Ministerial
reception, on New Year’s Day, sald he was
not fatigued by attention to publie affairs,
although hie had not yet regalned his former
elasticity. The painful impressions of the
year had been softened by many proofs of
loyalty. The Emperor said that the eflorts
of the Ministry to combst dangers to the
State indubitably were not without results,
but their full activity must still be directed
to this olfect.

James Larmond, a pensicner, anid his wife,
were burned to death at Broeton, Oat., on
the night of the 2d, while intoxicated, the
house in which they resided baving taken
fire, it is supposed, from upsetting a stove.

Gen. Grant and party arrived at Dublin,
Ireland, on the 3d, where they received a
cordial, but unofficial recoption by the Lord
Mayor and other local officials.

The Cornish Bank, at Truro, Cornwall,
England, closed its doors on the 4th. The
bank was owned by Tweedie, Williams &
Co., and had been in existence for 110 years.
Financial disorders in the tin-mining busi-
ness are the supposed cause of the failure.

Juan Monecas’, who attempted to nssassin-
ate the King of Spain on the 25th of October
last, was publicly executed at Madrid on
the 4th.

The Town Council of Cork, Ireland, re-
fused to vole a publie reception to Gen.
Grant, on aceount of his alleged anti-Catho-
lic sentiments,

The French Senatorial elections, held on
the Bth, resulted in a decisive triumph
for the Republicans, Of 47 Conservative
Senstors whose terms expired, only 13 have
been re-elected, while the Republicans have
in every instance held their own.

The Viceroy of India telegraphs the fol-
lowing details of the Ameer’s witharawal
from Cabul: * The Ameer held Durbar Dec.
10, when it was resolved that after the full

| Ing Yakoolh Kahn, his son, in charge.

of All Musjid and Peiwar no further reli-
anee could be placed on his troops or resist-
ance offered. The Ameer, therefore, con-
cluded to seek Russian protection and place
his case before a European Congress, leav-
Ya-
koob was released the same day, and the
oath was administered that he should do
us the Ameer directed. The Ameer left Ca-
bul Dec. 15. His puthority had almost dis-
appearcid.” The Ameer is supposed to have
gonre to St Petershure.

GENERAL.
Thursday, Jan. 2, was the coldest day of

| the winter, as recorded by the Signal-service | inary.

reporters. At 10 p. m. the thermometer
registered 16 degrees below zero at Chicago,
Cincinnati, and Davenport, Towa.
reports give the following additional figures:
at Quiney, Ill., 27 deg. below; at Leaven-|
worth, Kas., 16 below; at Springfield, 1L, |
20 below; at Blosmington, Ill., 22 below ; at
Davenport. Iowa, 26 below; at Des Moines,
Towa, 25 below; at Kansas City, Mo., 18 be-

Memphis, Tenn., 15 below.

road building.
An extonsive excursion party, composed

8t. Louls and other citles, on the iith started

a larger American trade with our sister Re-
public. Arrangemoents have been made by
the Mexiean officials to give the party a hos-
pitable reception.

_— ———

What Girls Should be Tanght.

It is a fearful thing to turn a human
being adrift upon life with no knowl-
edge of ita responsibilities or its possi-
bilities.
showed their ];lruduncc when they re-
quired their children each to learn some
trade which in time of need might
prove more valuable than crown or
scepter.

It is a favorite boast of Ameriean cit-
izens that they are each and every one
sovercigns in their own right, yet they
do not imitate, many of them, the pruo-
dence of the king that counts his es-
tates by hundreds and his soldiers by
thousands.

It is not only necessary that girls
should be taught professions and trades
as boys are bt, not as something
they take up merely as an occupation
until they marry, but they should aspire
to excel.

The world demands to-day from work-
ers of every class, and of both sexes, a
greater skill and a greater degree of ex-
cellence than has yet been required.
There can be nothing more dreadful
than the prospect of fretting away mis-

and dependent poor relstion—a pen-
sioner on the bounty of those who give
the little that is bestowed, grudgingly
and with reproaches.
What girl before whom rises such a
pros can not picture herself bearin
the insolence and eruel tyranny of chil-
dren, ncting in the capacity of nurse and

overness in sll save receiving pay; do-
fng the troublesome bits of household
drudgery which fall to her because they
aretroublesome, wearing the faded,cast-
off garments of those who remind her
constantly of her helplessness and io‘:-
erty, while her eyes grow dim, her hair
turns gray, her cheeks w hollow,
and her heart grows cold and bitter or
breals.
It is bad enough to grow old at best
with those who love us—to pity our in-
firmity and love us. But helpless,
lria‘nd{nu. dependent old age is the
worst of all the ills of life.
Such a fate is so terrible it seems to
me that every woman would do all that
lies in her power* to take up some kind
of work—even if she should be at pres-
ent beyond the seeming necessity of it
—and master it thoroughly, so that
she will be ready, while ﬁealth nnd
strength are hers, to meet whatever
m’s' fall.

here are always places and w

for those who do well what they under-
take, and, better still, the love and re-
spect of those whose good opinion is
worth hnvinE;
It would be considered disgraceful in
a young and healthy man to spend bis
days in idleness, depending upon the
father who is growing old, for food and
clothing. It should be considered a
disgrace fora young and healthy wom-
an to expect all the pleasures and lux-
uries of life, and fold ner hands while
the years go by, giving nothing in re-
Wurn

The world owes every woman, as well
as every man, & living, but it only owes
it to those who have made the world
their debtor by using the minds and the
hands that have been given them in
making it something better.

No human being, with the free use of
the faculties of mind and body, can say
that nothing is asked or ted of
him, and the consequences of shirking,
or doing her duty unwillingly, are as
dire to & woman as to & man.

There is a satisfaction in knowing
that work has been done, and well done,
that nothing else can give, and not only
i= there satisfaction, but the beauty and
comfort that money can buy, and the
feeling of independence with which one
who, as a dependent, would stand
eringing on the threshold, receives the
honors that are bestowed upon a wel-
comed guest.

I repeat again that girls should be

is a futore of active usefulness and glo-
rious possibility for them, if not in some
hapry home which their knowledge and
skill ean make more beautiful and hap-
Py, in the active and busy world. Let
mind and hand both be trained so that
she shall wait for the fulure with a
brave and hopeful heart, and not with
the weak and abject fear of a coward.
— Mary H. Krowt, in the Crawfordsville
(Ind.) Journal.

A Splendid Wife,

i
We once knew a man who was al-
ways praising his wife. On the corner,
down the street, at the Post-office, at the
race-track, in the skating-rink, at the
theater, in the sal—that is, at the choir-
meeting, he was always telling what a
happy man he was, just because he had
such a splendid wife, and he talked ev-
ery man he met into a perfect frenzy of
envy about her. Well, one winter
morning when it was not yet too light
tomake oneappear overly ostentatious,
we sneaked into that neighbor's yard to
steal nfence-board for kindling, and had
to wait before we could safely obtain it
until that man's wife came out and saw-
ed a conple of armfuls of wood, shovel-

band that the sitting-room wns warm
enough for him to dress in if he wanted

and went back and kindled the fire with

change.

—When Miss Mary A. Phillips made |
application for admission into the chief |
Methodist Episcopal school of theology |
in the Northwest, at Evanston, Il1l., ths

llrufuanurs looked with disfavor upon
| her, but she has proved herself so much
| of n student, aad given so0 wuch prom.

ise that they have decided to allow her
to graddunte, which she is nesrly ready
to do. She is said to be the first of her
sex to take a degree in n Methodist sem-

FPrivate [

The number of miles of railroad construct-
ed in the United States Inst year was 2,688— |
exceeding any previous year since 15873,

Minnesots, Town, Missouri, Colorado and | eral works, died recently in Syria.
Kansas made the grestest progress in rail-

of business men from New York, Chicago,

for Mexico, for the purpose of working up |

The old German sovereigns

erable yearsan intruder— an unwelcome |

taught, from their childhood —that there?

ed out three snow-paths, fed and groom- |
ed the horse, and cleaned out the cow-| ==
shed, and then when she went into the |
house and we heard her call to her hus- |

to get up now, woe were so amazed that |
we forgot what we were waiting for,

a corn-cob and a pint of kerosene. —FEz-

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

FPersonal and Literary.

—Gladstone gets $50 a page for his
contributions to the Nincleenth Conlury,
while smaller fry have to put up with
£10.

—Rev. W. W. H. Murray's Golden
Rule has been discontinued as a weekly

low; at Bismarck, Dakota, 30 below; at| and will hereafter appear as a monthly

| magazine.

—The Princess Mary of Lichtenstein,
| formerly Miss Fox, an adopted danghter
{ of Lord Holland and authoress of sev-

—** A Jew by birth and a Christian
by accident," is Mr. Henry Dunckley’s
(editor of the leading Manchester pa-
per) description in the Nincleenth Cen-

| tury of the British Prime Minister.

—Burns's granddaughter, Mra. Eliza
Everitt (she was the daughter of the
poet’s eldest son and namesake), has
Just died at Bath. It was an uncommon
treat to hear her sing some of Burns's
| songs.
| ~—The Swedish poetess, Mme. Alten,
| died at Stockholm on the 30th of No-
vember. She was born in 1799, and
was the author of several dramas that
had some suceess &t the berinning of
the century.

—Boston is getting up a big authors’
carnival or failse 'I'hgarep are to be ten
booths, each devoted to the sale of one
suthor’s books by pretty girls dressed to
represent his princi characters.
There will also be resdfn gs. The profit
is to go to a charity.

—Dir. Jobert is about to return to
France after baving explored the Ams-
zon with reference to its natural history,
and more especially its ichl.-hyol:ﬁy. He
claims to have fully cleared up all doubt
| respecting the curare with which the In-
dians poison their arrows.

—Horace Greeley, once being called on
to advise some young men who wanted
to go over to Europe and pay their ex-
penses by writing for the newspapers,
said: *“ I never knew but one of your
class, Bayard Taylor, who achieved a
real success in thus traveling, and he
left home a good ty, tter, with some
knowledge of modern languages, so
that he stopped and worked at his trade
whenever his funds ran short.”

—A young French sculptor named
Yidal, who has attained high distinction
in his art, has been totally blind ever
since the of 21. Before this age
Vidal had been a pupil in the atelier of
Barve, and had learned the technicali-
ties of sculpture when, quite suddenly,
he was struck with blindness. He per-
severed in the profession he had adopted,
and after months of patient labor, found
that he oould really make his fingers do
the work of eyes.

{

and X yi

—The world's production of gold is
one-third less than in 1850,

—The Enpglish duty on tobacco
amounts to some §45, 000,000 a year.

—Ottumwa, Iowa, claims the largest
packing-house west of Chicago.

—The oyster business of Virginia just
now employs 10,000 men in catching,
opening and shipping.

—The gold mines of Georgia are said
to produce not less than $1,000,000 bul-
lion per annum.

—A Prague chemist has invented a
mirror which reveals the contents of
wine casks without removing the heads.

—A eanning establishment at Benton
Harbor, Mich., put up nearly 100,000
cans of tomatoes this season, and is now
canning poultry and game.

—New Zealand has just ordered three
American palace cars, and this will be
the first intimation that many people
have that there is a long line of railroad
in that country.

—The Gloucester fishermen follow a
perilous business. The report for the
past years shows a loss of 35 lives and
eight wvessels, which is below the aver-
age, the figures of 1876 being 212 and 27.

—Thirty years ago the profession of
mining engineer was almost unknown
in the United States; to-day the Ameri-
can Institute of Mining Engincers num-
bers over 700 members.

—QColorado contemplates the intro-
duction of the yak or Thibet ox, which
flourishes in the high mountains of
Thibet, and the hair of which is used in
manufacturing the beautiful Thibet
shawls.

—Geologists having reported that
there is in Japan enough workable coal
to produce a yearly yield equal to that
in Great Britain for 1,000 years, the
Japanese Government have agreed to
grant a loag of 1,500,600 for the pur-
pose of working it.

—The Gulveston News says that
lemons brought to its office, grown by
Mr. Deats of Dickinson Bayou, lately,
weighed 174 ounces. It has lately been
found that the * tide water ** district of
Texas is unsurpassed for raising oranges
and lemons.

—Muskrat farming is a rural indust
in fTowa. A good pond or marsh, well
stocked, is said o yield a profitable re-
turn after two years, the trapping be-
ing done in winter, when there is plenty
of leisure, and affording much amuse-
ment to the younger members of the
family.

School and Chureh.

—The public school at Deadwood
opened on Dec. 16 with 142 pupils.

—Rev. Leonard Woods, at one time
President of Bowdoin College, and
author of many volumes, is dc:ﬁ.

—The school auathorities of Muncie,
Ind., have made arrangements for hav-
ing phonography taught in the public
schools.

—Monterey, Mass., has a model cler-
gyman, IHe and his wife tanght a class
of botany free ladt summer, and now
they propose Lo teach German to all
who will provide themselves with text-
books.

—The Methodist population of the
world is estimated at 20,000,000, and the
number of communicants at 4,480,877,
In the United States the membership is
| about 3,396,999, with 26,642 local and
22,194 itinerant preachers.

—The Rev. Dr. Budington, for near-
Iy a quarter of a century pastor of the
Clinton Avenue Presbyterian Church,
Brooklyn, has resigned. He has beun
suffering from an operation for the re-
moval of a cancer from his lip, and is
compelled to cease from work.

—The growing sentiment in favor of
recognizing woman’s ability to practica
medicine spccessfully is attested in the
action of the Cincinnati Academy of
Medicine, which has just sdmitied Mrs.
Dr. Julia Carpenter to full membership.
She is the first of her sex to receive this
mark of appreciation.

—A Boston journalist, baving moved
from the neighborhood of the churchlo
which he belonged, took a letler to an-
other church of the snme denominntion,
and asked to be admitted. The Exam-
ining Committee of the Iatter church

that, as he spent a part of Sunday in
Erepnring matter for Monds{‘s E:per.
e was a Sabbath breaker. he Boston
Young Men's Christian Association dis-
cu.u.soE the case, and passed a resolution
praising the committee for its action.

—The Superintendent of the Hart
ford Library Association swys that, as a
rule, boys and girls “rﬂ.mf too much.
Our accounts show that one boy has ta-
ken 102 story books in six months, and
one girl 112 novels in the same time."
The books taken between Sept. 1 and
Nov. 30 show the average reading of
Young America. They were in the fol-
lowing proportion: Fiction, 71 per
cent.; arts and sciences, 5i; biogra-
phy, 5; history, 44; travel, 4; poetry
and l:i_rumn. 2; theology, 1; miscellane-
ous, 7.

—Some Episcopalian who has been
shocked by the way in which the Prayer-
Book service is mangled by bad readers,
has offered a prize of 300 to the theo-
logical student **who is adjndged the
most correct, intelligent, and impressive
reader of the Bible and Prayer-Book in
the service of the Church.” Students
from all the LhenluFit:al seminaries of
the Episcopal Church are free to com-
pete. The ¢-mse is a good one, and
gl the denominations, especially for the
reading of hymns.

Haps nnd Mishaps,

—At Frecport, Pa., an old lady,
named Annira Rowley, was seized with
a fit, fell in & grate and was burned to
death.

—-Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, aged 70, of
Harrisburg, Ky., was sitting with her
back to the fire, when her clothing be-
g;ma ignited and she was fatally burn-

—Ralph Curt, living near Blooming-
bury, O., accidentally shot himself wiﬁ1
a fowling-piece, a load of small shot en-
tering his left breast and shoulder. His
injuries were considered fatal.

—Albert Kight, aged 22, of Robb
Township, Posey County, Ind., was
found dead by the roadside, having
been thrown from his horse against the
fence, killing him instantly, as is sup-
posed.

—At Whitehall, Mich., a Swede nam-
ed S. Samlinson, while playing with a
jack-knife, trying to snap it open, let
the blade slip into his thigh, cutting an
artery. He bled to death in a few min-
utes.

—At Urbana, O., Mra. Maggie Hag-
ley left her infant child on a bedﬂﬁl
charge of a 4-year-old girl, and went
out to call on a neighbor. While she was
out the child eried, and the little girl in
attempting to take it from the bed drop-
pedit on the floor, breaking its neck
and instantly killing it.

Foreign Notes.
—V¥era Sassoulitch, celebrated for
having shot the St. Petersburg Chief of
Police, isshortly to marry a Russian po-
litical refugee in London.
—Frida Wagner, the new prima don-
na, is from the teaching of Wartel, the
old master of Nilsson. Sheis a pale
beauty and only a child.
—Pirince de Metternich, who has a
great taste for all the arts, as well as
literature, is amusing himself compos-
ing ballets, which are represented by
friends at his chateaun in Bohemia,
—Itis rumored in the London clubs
that the Duke of Connaught will be ap-
pointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland as
soon after his marriage as an opportu-
nity occurs to provide for the Duke of
Marlboroungh.

—Queen Victoria, who is Lady of the
Manor of Esher, offered to give to that
pleasant village a drinking-fountain
which she thought would cost $500.
The Esherites refused to accept it un-
less it cost double that amount, as they
would haveto pay tax for water supply.
—The Cardinsls commissioned to ex-
amine whether the Pope’s imprison-
ment should be maintained have re-
ported as follows: ** Seeing that the
circumstances which led the late Pope
to the decision in question are not
changed, it is not expedient that the
Ponufl' should leave the Vatican at
present. His seclusion there is neces-
sary for the maintenance of his sove-
reign rights.”

Odds mnd Endas.

—Disappearance of umbrellas is
usually preceded by barometrical de-
pression.
—How pleasant it is to see other peo-
ple happy with little when you are com-
paratively miserable with much less,
—The Chinese liken a druonkard’s
nose to a lighthouse, warning us of the
little water that passeth underpeath.
—The way to reach a man's heart is
to cater to his appetite. A girl who can
claw a pisno and agitate tne atmosphere
is a good parlor ornament, but one that
can grease a griddle and turn two pan-
cakes at a time is the kind of a female
to tie to this time of the year.
—An old man of 84 and his bride,
aged 82, entered a railway car the other
day, and took a seat by the stove. A
outh occupying the seat behind says
1e overheard the following: Old gen-
tleman to his bride—** Who's a ‘ittle
lamb P  Bride—** Bofe of us.”

—A little girl visiting a neighbor with
her mother was gazing curiously st the
host’s new bonnet, when the owner

veried: * Do you like it, Laura?
The innocent replied; * Why, mother
suid it was a fright, but it don’t scare
me.” Laura’s mother didn’t stay long
after that.—Norrdsiown Herald.

—These are the days of economy.
Yesterday a man was having a silver
door-plate engraved, and he requested
that a blank space be left below the
name, 50 that his age could be added, in
case it was desirable to use the plate on
his coffin after his death.—Turner's
Follls Reporter.

—A farmer sold two dozen prairie
chickens at a Quiney hotel for $2, and
took a dinner at the same hotel, order-
ing & pair of ** grouse,'* which cost him

2.25. He remarked afterward: “Waell,
now, [ thought them things tasted like
prairie chickens, but I didn’t like to ask
whut sort o’ thing a grouse was."

WINTEIL.
The winter is hore! ha, ha! he, ho!

Tho white §5 the tangled heather,

Andd soon will the pedagognoe snowballed b,

Which ia no bold assertion either.
— Yonkers Gazefle,

Yeou, the winter is hero! ha, hn! ho, he!
And we've lndd in n g Jar of butter;
And while you slip on the ley walks,
Wao'll sall swiftly past (o acuttor.
— Datroil Free Press,

Yeou, tho winter s here! ha, ha! he, bhe!
As g i & bug in T,
A plle of hot eakes on our plato shiall be
"Nontl lasses—s-p-p! out of the jug.
Whitehasil Timea,

You, wintor §s hore! ha, ha! he, ho!
With apples, and doughnots, and elder;
With parties, and balls, and evaning calls,
And suusngee servod hot foom the spider,
Rome Sendinel.

You, winter s hore! ha, hia! ho, he!?
Anil Ohristmns and New Year so jolly ;

| Every nlght wo'll danee it wo have the chanee,
| T'hen weo'll go home with blue-eyed Mollje,

| refused his application, on the ground'

— Meriden Recorder.

similar prizes should be onerea among.

BANK ROBBERS,

A Detective’s Story of Thelr Tricks and
Ingenuity—What Tools nnd Time it
Takes to Open n Safe.

|From the Brooklyn Esgled

The performances of the bank bur-
glars strike the community with alarm-
ing eflect, owing to their extensive
character. The thieves seldom attack
a bank without first hnvi;:F possessed
themselves of some knowledge of what
is to be gained by success. The act of
burglary is an investment from which
large fruition is expected. It costs the
burglars less thought as -0 how they
will cover their tracks thap as to how
they will go through with the job of
getting at the bonds or money in the
vaults. Still, their retreat is frequently
as bold and audacious as their attack.

Allan Pinkerton has had a greater
and more varied experience witn bank
thieves in all parts of the country than
any other living detective, and, it may
be added, has n more successful in
outwitting them, recovering their booty
and in bringing them to justice. Hav-
ing made a close study of the burglars
and their ways and means, the msult_of
his observat’ons can not failto be in-
structive to the general reader, and es-
pecially to all who place constant re-
liance wpoii the-secc-itr of safes and
their combinations. Mr. Pinkerton says
one of the most common methods of
opening safes has been by drilling and
br:uting with powder, gun-cotton and
occasionally nitro-glyeerine. With the
ordinary fire-proof safes the common
drill is sufficient, but with chilled iron
and Franklinite, which can not be touch-
ed with a steel drill, diamond dust and
emery are effectively used by the thieves,
It has also been the practice to draw
the temper of hardened irons with the
blow-pipe, consisting of a spirit and oil
lamp and bellows especially made for
the pu e. This is quickly done, after
which the safe may be drilled with a
common steel drill.

Astute burginrs make a practice of

acquainting lﬁameive& thoronghly with
all the particulars of the construction of
sufes, as well as of their locks, and some
safes haye been opened by drilling ont
all the riveting of the inner lining, and
of the bolts and lock which fasten the
aame to the outer shell of the door, ob-
taining the position of these rivets by
exnct measurement from the outside.
Some safes are so constructed as to
leave no receptacle for powder or blast-
ing material, excepting in certain aper-
tures of the lock, gut so well aequaiat-
ed with their mechanism do the thieves
become as to be able, by measurement
from the outside, to know exactly where
to place their drills.
he most ordinary safes have been
made to yield to the ordinary jackscrew,
which is applied in two ways, either by
drilling a hole in the door, generally
about three-quarters of an inch in di-
ameter, then with a screw-tap cutting a
thread for a slightly tapering steel
screw, which, by a lever, is made to
tightly fit into the hole. An attach-
ment is then made with the screw and
jack, the latter being supported by a
rough frame, and held from the safe
wiLE timbers placed nst the jambs,
when the uhuﬂ of the door is pulled out
by main force, breaking the rivets. The
other method of using the juckscrew is
to force the door inward, breaking it in-
to pieces that are easily removed by the
“jimmy." When an abuunent for the
jackscrew can not be obtained by plac-
ing timbers against a solid partition or
other object, a brace is obtained by se-
curing a long timber to the floor, and
blocking up the other end so as to be
in a position central to the door of the
safe; against and between this and the
door the jack is placed.
Many safe doors have also been open-
ed by means of wedges, prino.l'lmlly used
in forcing off the frame around the pan-
els. Very fine steel wedges are first
uscd, then Inrger ones as the aperture
becomes sufficient to receive them.

A great many fire-proof safes through-
out gm country have been opened sim-
ply with the pick and jimmy. With
safes that are manufactured of ordinary
plate iron, all that is necessary is, first
with several well directed blows of a
pick to make an sperture just sufficient
to receive the sharp end of the gump{l
in one corner of the panel, then wit
the jimmy the iron is ripped and torn
the whole length of the panel and laid
back, exposing the filling. The latter
is picked out in s few moments. The
bent end of the jimmy is then inserted
behind the bolt, and the same pried
back by main force, breaking the wards
in the lock. This operation has fre-
quently been performed in from fifteen
to twenty minutes.

Thieves have adopted a good many
ingenious ways of picking locks, and
some of them have attaincda delicacy
of feeling by which they have been able
to determine, with fine instruments, the
exaot distance it was necessary to raise
each tumbler; but of late years many
of the locks have been especially con-
structed with the view of foiling any
thing of this kind. Tumbler locks, re-
quiring large keys, have been opened
by forcing around in them a blank steel
key, breaking the wards and forcing
back the bolt.

The combination of the dial lock ean
be found out by piacing under the back
of the dinls o small, peculinrly manu-
factured ratchet,so that at every reverse
motion of the knob a small puncture is
made on a plate upon which it moves,
or upon a disk of paper especiually seour-
ed to it for the purpose of receiving
these impressions or punctures.
celebrated burglar, in getting at the
vaults and safes of n noted bank, had
two of these combination dial locks to
open, and did all his work in one night.

It is a favorite plan of some expert
thieves, in committing heavy bank rob-
beries, to ascertain by watching where
the cashior sleeps, cantiously getting
nocess to his room at mnight, either
throngh an unsecured window or b
turning with nippers the key in his bed-
room door, and taking wax impressions
of the keys to his ofice, vault and safe.
From these impressions exact duplicates
are easily made, nnd the thief then oper-
ales at his leisure, making the attack
when he thinks the proper opportumty
has urrived to secure the greatest amount
of plunder.

A method which has been in practice
for a number of years, and a very suc-
cessful one in opening vaalts, is by se-
curing an adjoining room and gelting
through the ceiling, floor or partition

into the vault. 1T the vaults are iron-
plated, the plating is penetrated in &
very short time by the use of drills and
thin saws.

iron in about four honrs.
anees suitable to the circumstances.

try have
elfective way ol

An aperture sufliciently
large for the egress of a single mun ean
then be cut through one-quarter inch

Thieves traveling through the coun- | glish. L
a very ingenious, simple but | made her special study.
i ascertaining whethor
there is a night watchman inside the | fire and passion. ;
bank, without subjecting themselves to | and great facial expression.

It is that of

ing for this purpose.
a small wedge between the

ad

wedEe
bank is opened in the mornin

The tools used by professional thieves
are such as are commonly used by me-
chanies, excepting the “jimmy," which,
for the heavier work, is made in several
sections screwed together when it is re-

uired for use, being then about the
sige of the ordinary crowbar.

Some years since a decent-looking
man called upon the ecashier of a large
bank in & seaport town, desiring to rent
the cellar and basement underneath the
bank, for the purposes of an oyster
store. The stranger was accepted as
4 tenant, and the oysler business
was begun, and flourished for about
seven months. The rent was paid
promptly every month, and that was
all the bank Eeogle expected, One
fine morning the banker woke up to
learn that the bank had been entered,
moneys, securities and all were gone—
aclean job. The vault was “burglar
prooi,’ the safes *the very best,” but
our- honest oyster men had silently
worked their way up ints both, com-
mencing below and going through the
bottom of the vault. Indeed, they had
it all their own way, and had “taken
their time as well as the contents of the
vault, which they had reached without
much trouble. The banker was, of
course, horrified to learn that the vault
and safe were not * burglar-proof.”

A dentist applied to the officers of a
bank in a large town for rooms over the
bank. A rental was agreed upon, and
the roomns were fitted up in the most
luxurious style. Customers were scarce,
but the dentist always remarked : ““Com-
mencqu business is always uphill work,
but patience will insure success in the
end." The bank clerks had their bad
teeth treated and plugged and their new
neiihbor was pronounced a master fof
his business. The dentist had visiting
friends,who remained in his rooms very
late at night, but that was not very ex-
traordinary, for he was of a sociable
disposition. For many months he strug-
gled along. At length one Monday
morning, after the bank was opened for
the business of the day, the door of the
vaalt refused to open. Upon examina-
tion it was ascertained that the bank
bad been robbed. The ceiling of the
vault was found to have been torn out,
the gieccs of which had been carried
out by the dentist’s friends, a circum-
stance which at once accounted for their
bulky pockets. The dentist and his
confederates had worked their way
through the floor of his office, carlgjng
away the debris as fast as made. p-
per-headed mallets, chisels, blow-pipe
and drills soen mastered the * invul-
nerable steel burglar-proof safe,” a lit-
tle powder finished the work, and the
immense treasurea were reached and
carried away by our o-dentist and
his confreres, who left for less exposed
regions, having succeeded in drawing,
if not the teeth, the wool over the eyes
of bank people.

Two coleimbed burglars visited a
pleasant  interior astern town
some time since. They drove into
the town with a fine dashing team, put
up at the best hotel in the place, re-
mained several days, and transacted
a little business at the bank, chm:%ing
large bills for small ones, etc. They
held pleasant conversation with the
cashier and clerks, who thought them
very agreeable men indeed. During
their stay in the town they observed the
movements of every person connected
with the bank. They ascertained that
by 11 o’clock at niﬁht the town people
went to bed, and by midnight silence
prevailed. There were no policemen.
On a dark and stormy night, just after
this time, the cashier of the bank was
surprised in his bed. He was awakened
out of a sound sleep by several men
in disguise, one of whom
t:hrderutl hitlln 1 to deresa. 'll'liel{

en ngge im, ev (
wife En the other uccupg:tﬁg?.n! the
house. The cashier was ordered to de-
liver the key of the bank safe. His re-
fusal was met with a cold revolver
preased to his forehead. He relented
and delivered the keys. Subsequently
they took him to the bank and made
him unlock the safe himself. He was
sent back to the house, and the family
was kept guarded until a detachment of
thieves robbed the bank. When the
work was finished, the cashier’s family
was admonished not to stir under pain
of death. The cashier and his wife
could not help remarking that *they
(the thieves) **behaved very gentle-
manly.”

A California Sand-storm
Day before yesterday afternoon
the outgoing Yuma train left Los
Angeles on time. Every thing went on
as usual until it approached Cucamonga
Station. At this point a sand-storm of
extraordinary violence was encountered.
The train was soon obliged to stop. Su-
perintendent Hewitt was at once com-
municated with by ph, and a
number of men were dispatched from
all quarters to clear the track, but ut-
terly without avail. The train was de-
layed some 15 hours. When we state
that the rails for a distance of three or
four miles were covered with sand to
depths ranging from one to three feet,
the force 0? the wind may be conject
ured. The simoon or sirocco, or what-
ever it may be called, came whistling
through the Cajon Pass as though it
WAS 'f‘l:schargal from a funnel. The in-
coming Yuma train was delayed for an
hour and a half through the storm.
Some seven years ago a whirlwind
poured out of the Cajon Pass, which
took substantially the same course as
the wind day before yesterday. ‘The
line of plain traversed by it was about
three miles wide, but it fortunately

brated Cucamonga Vineyard.
much of this width the soil was shaved

lessly over the Cucamonga Plains. Sand
the roof of the station of the old Stage
over 20 feet high.

to that. —Los Angeles Horald, Dee, 21,

the shape of a polyglot elooutionist.

tive land, has been givin

Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and En

Muachoth is said to be admirablein tone

any danger of being noticed in watch-
ut-
! y oor
the jamb in the evening after the
bank is closed, and by observing if this
still remsins there before the

In the cases of bank robEs;rius, the
final work is generally done between

Saturday night and Sunday morning. | it was

stopped right at the edge of the cele-
For

off as with a knife, being carried resiat-
was piled to a height of several feet over
Company, making u total sand-drift of

The storm of the
other day must have heen a twin brother

—London exults over a rara avis in

;\‘

young Portuguese lady, by name Mlle. |
Antonini, of a good family in bher na-
lately several
After access | pgoitations in  private drawing-rooms.
is obtained to the vaults, the safes are | She has s wonderfal wmemory, and de-
opened by any of the numerous appli- | claims in the purest accent in Fronch,

The lauter languasge she has
Her |.Iu!_‘,"

She has a fine voice

Some Funny Newspaper Blunders.

A great many columns have been
written concerning typographie errors,
and many of the instances sound so wit-
ty or so stupid that it seems asif they
must be rather inventions than actual
‘ happenings. But we never saw one
| cited so unlikely that we couldn’t re-

member its match. Once we wrote that
‘¢ like evoking the shadow of &

shade * to quote forgotten writers. The

phrase appeared in print thus: * Like
| cooking the shadow of a shad.” The
printer had, in burlesquing the senti-
ment, actually preserved and intensi-
| fied it in a most striking image of unsub-
stantiality. At ahothertime we had the
Emverbilﬂ opinion of Rosalind, ** Men

ave died and worms have eaten them
| —but not for love.” The printer may
have been a misogynist; at all events
he substituted ** women *' for “worms."
There are Shakespeare emendations not
much better than that, perhaps. In one
of the country weeklies there was re-
cently an account of the presentation
to some one of a Bible *“bound in
fguilt.'* In a discussion one spoke of
¢ the * divine totality of being ;" ** it was
reported as ‘‘the sublime brutality
of feeling."  This may have
been the reporter’s error; but not
so when a Methodist College President
| spoke of sin as *a dark, guilly, damn-
| ing fact,” and found it published as “a
aark, -gui dawning faet,”” and de-
scribing the “death 6f- Josus as “vicari-
ous,” saw it in print “vivacious:*’-Lhis
was in a very religions paper, and an-
other into an eloquent hymn admitted
this questionable tem ce sentiment:
“] praise The still.” Sometimes these
things are so funny that the writer can’t
be as angry as he would like, but still
that Virginian editor must have been
“hopping mad" when his powerful
leader wound up with * tillers
of the land! and forget, in the excite-
ment of politics, your pantry and your
nursery!”” He had written *‘poverty®
and “misery.” And how must Astron-
omer Proctor have felt when, having
written of ¢lines, bands and strim near
the violet end of the s ' he was
represented as seeing *‘links, bonds and
stripes for the violent kind of specters?””
Perhaps, as if he had had a into a
spiritual lunatic asylum—which must
be necessary emough, if the mediums
have got the rights of it, to store Diak-
kas in.—Springfield (Mass.) Republican.

A Monster Locomotive,

The largest locomotive ever construct-
ed in this country was brought here last
Friday bmimbmﬁ; Fort Wayne &
Chicago ad. This monster is on
its way to the West, and will be used on
the New Mexico & Southern Pacific
Branch of the Atchison, To &
Santa Fe Railroad, and is especially in-
tended to work on a lon%bu\ry grade
at a point on the Rocky Mountains. It
is a ten-wheel tank engine of consoli-
dated pattern, having .ﬁht dnn::ﬁ-
wheels, and a pony (two-wheel) truck.
The cylinders measure 20 by 26 inches,
and the driving-wheels are but 42 inches
diameter. The boller is enormous, be-
ing straight, 58 inches diameter. It has
213 tubes, each over 11 feet long. A wa-
ter tank, almost the entire length of the
boiler, rests on top of the engine, and
when filled with water will consid-
erably to the weight. The fire-box is
ten feet long. he truck-wheels sre
thirty inches in diameter, and are of pa-
per, with steel tires, similar to those
now being used so extensively under the
Pullman sleeping cars and on the Metro-

olitan Elwnnedg Railroad, New York.
The engine, when in workinE order,
will weigh 118,000 pounds. The
welght and size of the boiler and the
small driving-wheels combined form a
tremenduous power, well suited to the
work the engine has to perform. The
eight driving-wheels are merely to dis-
tribute the weight, for if it rested on but
four no track ever laid could stand the
pressure. The weight is so great that
the Western railroads over which it
must pass will not permit it to go over
bridges, so it will have to be taken to
pieces and carried over in sections. It
over the Pennsylvania Railroad
without being dismantled.—Chicago
Tridune.

Wonderful S;iaer’s Web.

Across the “sunny paths " of Ceylon,
where the forest meets the open country,
and which constitute the bridle-ronds of
the island, an enormous spider stretches
his web at the height of from four to
eight feet from the ground. The cord-

of these webs is fastened on either
:ﬁiea to projecting shoots of trees or
shrubs, and is so strong as to hurt the
traveler’s face, and even lift offhis hat,
if he is so unlucky as not to see the line.
The nest in the center is sometimes as
large as a man’s head, and is continual-
ly growing larger, as it is formed of
successive layers of old webs rolled over
each other, sheet after sheet, into a ball.
These successive envelopes contain
wings and limbs of insects of all de-
seriptions, which have been the prey of
the spider and his family who occupy
the den formed in their midst. There
seems to be no doubt that the spider
casts the web loose ana .olls it round
the nucleus in the center, when 1t be-
comes overcharged with carcasses, and
proceeds to construct a fresh one,which
in its turn is destined to be folded up
with the rest.

Humming of Telegraph Wires.

As to the cause of the sounds fre-
quently heard to proceed from telegraph
wires in the open air, it has been cus-
tomary to accept the wind—it producing
the sound by direct vibration, similar to
those of the /Eolian harp. A writer in
an Australian journal, however, calls
attention to the fact that one who gives
close observation to both the wire and
sounds will find that the Istter make
themselves obvions likewise when there
is a total absence of wind; and in a
quiet morningin winter, when the wires
appesar covered with frost to the thick-
ness of a finger, they nevertheless can
on lively vibrations and swinging, while
the air is totally quiet. According to
this writer, therefore, the vibrations are
due, not to the wind, but to the changes
of atmospheric temperature, snd espe-
cially throngh the action of cold, as a
lowering of the temperature induces
shortening of the wires, extending over
the whole lengthof the conduetor. A
| considerable amount of friction is pro-

duced on the supporting balls, thus in-
| ducing sound both in the wires and the
poles.

—— e ————

—The hody of Bayard Taylor will be

| buried at Longwood Cematory, Kennett

| Township, Chester County, I'a., in the

same lot where lie the bodies of his

brother, Col. Fred. Tavlor, of the Buck-

tail Reriment, and of his first wife,
Lydin Agnew Taylor.

e e —_ .

— An English paper says that Ameri-

| can-made lamps are more elegantly de-

signed and better finished than their

| owWn.

"




